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Summary of the Year

We held our fourth very successful EcoFest
on Broadway in Accrington in June 2025
which attracted over 2,000 visitors to the
town centre. We hosted over 20 stalls from
other environmental organisations and
charities and promoted all things eco via
talks, demonstrations, performances and
hands-on activities. Find out more on pages
20 and 21.

Our 2025 AGM was held at Stanhill
Methodist Church in Oswaldtwistle in May
where Alice Pooley led us on a guided walk
to look at the recent habitat and access
work undertaken as part of the Brookside
Restoration Initiative.

Phil Barwood officially stepped down as
Chairman at the AGM after 27 years of
service. We presented Phil with a Silver
Birch tree and a Mike Berners-Lee book.
Paul Worswick and Mark Hopley have taken
over ds Co-Chairs, and Phil is now Vice
Chair.

Our new 5-year Development Plan was
finalised, detailing our vision, mission, goals
and themes for November 2025-October
2030 and an action plan is now being
prepared to take this forward.

We awarded 28 Windfall Fund grants
totalling £154,730 to local environmental
projects.

We successfully received funding from

the Green Community Grants Programme
(People’s Postcode Trust), Trees for Cities,
the Windfall Fund, Hyndburn Borough
Council, Lancashire County Council,
Electricity North West, the Duchy of
Lancaster, Ernest Cook Trust, the National
Lottery Climate Action Fund, Forestry
Commission and Lancashire Environmental
Fund.

We launched our first crowdfunder
campaign, which raised £6,712 for the
Community Tree Nursery, thanks to
donations from our supporters and the
Aviva Community Fund. We also received
a donation of £2,060 from Equans
Regeneration Ltd for the Community Tree
Nursery through ‘Match My Project'.

We took over the Growing Wild community
allotment site in Baxenden in January.
We're currently looking for funding for a new
food growing project.

Work started on the new community
woodland at Bullough Park, which includes
a wildflower meadow, wetland areas,

footpaths and signage. A community tree
planting ‘Forest Fun Day’ was held at the
site in December.

Wildflower meadow management was
expanded to King George’'s Meadow,
Jackhouse Meadow and Brookside, as well
as Pleck Meadow and Jubilee Meadow,
including scything, robo-mowing and
compact tractor ‘cut and collects'.

We helped Hyndburn Butterfly Project to
scythe the wildflower meadow in Milnshaw
Park.

A volunteer and trustee celebration event
was held at the Globe Bowling Club in
December, with a buffet and quiz to thank
people for their hard work over the past
year.

Over £1,400 of refills have been sold since
opening our household product refill station
in December 2023, helping to save 442
single use plastic bottles. All profits from
the refill shop support environmental action
in Hyndburn.

We worked with corporate volunteers from
Tetra Tech Ecology, BT, Fedcap, Chubb and
Current Care.

Our popular Christmas crafting sessions
took place again in December, where
people could make wreaths, natural
Christmas tree decorations and wooden
reindeers.

We held a range of other crafting

activities throughout the year including
wooden marionette making, mini-beast
bookmarks, hapa zome nature printing,

live willow weaving, scarecrow making,
finger painting, leaf printing, willow basket
weaving, elderflower cordial making, wood
cookie Easter bunnies, natural cordage and
butterfly feeder making.

Alison Silver, Gemma McMullan, Phil
Barwood and Mark Hopley visited
Twemlows Solar Farm with Dave Green from
Sharenergy.

The Brookside Master Plan, digital Story Map
and video were officially launched. You can
view them on the Brookside page on our
website.

A summer fun day was held at Brookside
in August with music, craft activities,
refreshments, and information about the
project.

We've worked with a number of local
schools including Peel Park, Moor End, St

Andrew’s, Intack, Hippings, St Nicholas,

West End, St Mary’s, St Wulstan'’s, St
Bartholomew’s, St Christopher’s, Mount
Carmel, Woodnook, and Accrington College.

Alice Pooley took part in the Dragon Den’s
panel as part of the students’ Young Green
Briton Challenge at St Christopher’s School.

We've been busy carrying out citizen
science activities again, including the
Great UK Water Blitz at Woodnook Vale
LNR and a 24-hour Bio-Blitz with North
West Invertebrates, and the City Nature

Challenge at Peel Park and the Coppice LNR.

We attended several community events
including the H3 ‘Health and Happiness'
event at Hyndburn Leisure Centre, Hyndburn
Leisure’s Let’s Move events in Milnshaw

Park and Mercer Park, a pop up event at
Accrington Dome, Stanhill Fete, the North
West Schools Sustainability Conference and
the Wilson Sports Village open weekend.

Alison Silver and Mark Hopley attended the
Climate Fresk in Skipton. Mark also attended
the Lancashire Climate Action Forum at
Cumbria University.

Staff and volunteers took park in training
courses on Ash dieback response and
resilience, first aid, strimmers, building
climate equity, scaling up community
action and moth dissection for species
identification.

The Prospector of the Year award was
presented to James Cheverton at

EcoFest. James has been volunteering

with Prospects for over 3 years and has
been particularly active at Peel Park & the
Coppice LNR, including taking on the role

of chair of the ‘Friends of Arden Hall & the
Coppice’ group, which has been in-active
for several years. Thank you for all your hard
work and dedication James!

We said goodbye to Stephen Hutchinson
(Low Carbon Community Buildings Officer)
and Sonja Bottomer (Outdoor Learning
Officer) as their projects came to an end in
May and July.

Finally, congratulations to volunteers
Danield, Sam, Kien, Graham and Tom

who have all moved onto jobs in the
environmental sector! This illustrates the
benefits that volunteering can bring to
people looking to build up their experience
to gain employment.
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Our Impact This Year
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Hyndburn’'s Woodlands

The Hyndburn’s Woodlands project, led by Project
Officer Brandon Cherry, manages 11 Lancashire
County Council woodlands across the borough. The
project operates for 3 days per week. The main
objectives of the project are to manage the
woodlands to promote visitor safety and
biodiversity, and to engage with the local
community through a range of environmental
activities. The project is funded by Lancashire
County Council, Hyndburn Borough Council, with
match funding from the Windfall Fund. A portion of
the funding comes from Section 106 money,
allocated from the development of the housing
estate adjacent to Whinney Hill woodland.

Over the last 12 months, the project has delivered 58
environmental volunteering sessions across the 11
woodlands. Volunteer action over the last year has
accumulated around 404 hours of work, with 92
volunteer attendances in total.

This year alone, the project has removed 106 litter
bags worth of rubbish from the woodlands, not
including the difficult to quantify fly-tipping.
Through volunteer action, a roughly 3,650 metres
stretch of woodland path has been managed for
visitor safety. This includes cutting back woodland
edges, managing hazardous trees, and managing
verges and paths. The project itself has tackled 15
fallen trees throughout the woodlands and has
participated in and organised safety felling works,
including management of Ash dieback and
hazardous Willow trees.

The project has delivered biodiversity action
resulting in the management of around 1 hectare of
wildflower meadow across the 11 woodlands. With
volunteers, 30 habitat boxes have been installed,
around 240 metres of dead-hedge has been
created, and 220 trees have been planted. Invasive
species management has been an important part
of improving biodiversity; this year we have cleared
around 1 hectare of Himalayan Balsam from
Whinney Hill. During sessions, we have also tackled
many, more localised, invasive species such as
Cotoneaster, Cherry/Japanese Laurel, Bamboo and
Henry’s Honeysuckle. Through the project, Japanese
Knotweed has almost been eradicated from
Whinney Hill woodland.

During the last year, the project has delivered 13
activities and events, engaging a total of 115 people.
These have ranged from educational walks, such as
tree identification, dawn choruses, and fungi walks;
woodworking workshops where participants
created their own reindeers and rabbits; and local
action, where participants have assisted with the
removal of litter or sown wildflower seeds. The
project has also attended 4 large scale public
events, in order to reach new audiences, spread
awareness of the Prospects Foundation, and recruit
new volunteers. These included the Let's Move event
in Mercer Park and the H3 ‘Health and Happiness’
event at Hyndburn Leisure Centre.




Outdoor Learning:
Addressing Climate Change

The ‘Outdoor Learning: Addressing Climate Change’
project aimed to promote climate action and
environmental awareness in Hyndburn through
outdoor education. The project was funded by the
Ernest Cook Trust and the Windfall Fund and ran until
July 2025. Outdoor Learning Officer, Sonja Bottomer,
worked with a range of schools, community groups
and local residents throughout the project, with over
1,500 beneficiaries in total.

Food growing activities were a core component of
the project and Sonja led sessions at Miller Fold
community allotment, Red Rose Recovery, Clayton
Community Centre, and Hyndburn Academy,
teaching participants how to grow food from seed
and develop horticultural skills.

Work with schools was also a key part of the project,
with Sonja chairing the EcoCluster of Hyndburn
Schools, helping to bring schools together on a
regular basis to discuss environmental issues and
opportunities. As part of the project, Sonja supported
local children to compete in the Young Green Briton
Challenge Awards. This journey culminated in a

prestigious trip to the awards ceremony at City Hall
in London. Sonja also engaged with young
volunteers from the King's Trust to transform a patch
of wasteland at St Wulstan’s School in Great
Harwood into a vibrant new forest school area.

In collaboration with Community Rail Lancashire,
Sonja supported the Hyndburn Greenway artwork
and nature walks. This work involved students from
White Ash Special School and St Andrew’s School,
helping them to develop their creative skills whilst
learning about biodiversity.

The project also established a new nature trail in
Memorial Park, including the development of an
education pack and a dedicated forest school area
to ensure the park remains a hub for outdoor
learning.

Through these activities, the Outdoor Learning
project successfully bridged the gap between
climate theory and commmunity practice, sowing the
seeds for a more sustainable future in Hyndburn.

Low Carbon

Community Buildings

Thanks to funding from Electricity North West's
‘Powering Our Communities’ Fund and the Windfall
Fund, we ran a 14-month project to help community
organisations in Hyndburn to reduce the carbon
footprint of their buildings.

Low Carbon Community Buildings Officer, Stephen
Hutchinson, headed up the project which ran from
March 2024-May 2025. Stephen worked with local
community organisations to help them reduce their
building's carbon emissions and take action against
climate change. By improving the energy efficiency
of their buildings, community organisations could
also reduce their energy costs and provide a
warmer, more welcoming space for users.

Stephen supported community groups to obtain an
energy audit of their buildings, as well as apply for
funding for energy efficiency and renewable energy
measures.

The following local projects received support from
this project as well as grants from the Windfall Fund:

* Happy Cats Hyndburn - LED lighting at charity
shop

« Accrington and District Sea Cadets - loft
insulation

»  Great Harwood Trinity URC Methodist Church
Shop - LED lighting

« Great Harwood Golf Club — solar panels,
batteries and replacement of a draughty
external door

« Ernest Street Baptist Church — energy efficient
boiler and LED lighting

+  Hyndburn Voluntary, Community and Resource
Centre - solar panels, batteries, heating controls,
LED lighting

« Adventure Hyndburn - LED lighting and motion
sensors

Support was also offered to other local organisations
including Bowley Scout Camp and the RSPCA East
Lancashire, who we hope will be able to continue to
progress their projects in the near future.




EcoFest 2025

Over 2,000 visitors flocked to the fourth annual
EcoFest in Accrington town centre on Saturday 14th
June 2025. The free event, which celebrates all
things green and environmentally friendly, was
officially opened by Hyndburn’s new Mayor,
Councillor Josh Allen. The Mayor presented James
Cheverton with the Prospector of the Year award for
his efforts in volunteering with the Prospects
Foundation.

Throughout the day there was live music on the
stage, with performances from Frolicking Pete and
the Fumbling Fingers ceilidh band, the Dukes of
Hazzy ukulele band, Ross Whittaker ‘Shoestring’
singer, plus local favourites the Accrington Pipe
Band and Haslingden Brass Band. The event
featured climate-based theatre performances
from Tenderfoot Theatre Company and amongst
the crowds were walkabout puppets including the
magical Meadow Sprites and the flying Sweep of
Swallows. The Museum of Memorable Trees, an
enchanting walkabout miniature exhibition on
wheels, toured the festival sharing people’s special
memories and connections with trees.

Visitors enjoyed a host of free recycled arts and
crafts activities, botanical art printing, eco messy
play, embroidery, bird box making, face painting
and henna art. There were stalls and activities from
the Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Ribble Rivers Trust,
Woody (Hyndburn) CIC, Cosy Homes in Lancashire,
Greener Homes in Lancashire, Willow Top Hedgehog
Rescue, Lancashire Peat Partnership, Fairtrade
Lancashire, Growing Wild, Pendle Mushroom

Company, Coach Road Solar Meadow, Hyndburn
and Ribble Valley CVS, Community Rail, Hyndburn
Borough Council, Cycling UK and Martha's Kitchen
jams and preserves. Providing food on the day was
the Birchwood Pizza Van, serving up delicious
vegetarian and vegan homemade pizzas.

The Prospects Foundation had stalls with
giveaways, and information on how people can
reduce their impact on the climate and
environment, a refill station selling eco-friendly,
household refill products, plus all you need to know
about getting involved with green spaces in the
local areq, including a virtual reality headset to view
3D drone footage of the Brookside site in
Oswaldtwistle.

A big thank you to everyone who has supported
and attended EcoFest over the last few years, your
enthusiasm, energy and commitment to a greener
community is what makes EcoFest so special!
However, in 2026 we're doing things a bit differently
and we'll be out and about across Hyndburn,
popping up at a range of events and activities as
part of our Prospects Roadshow. Look out for us at
shows, fetes, carnivals and other events,
showcasing our work and letting you know how you
can get involved in making our environment
cleaner, greener and more accessible for everyone.
We're really excited to be bringing the themes of
EcoFest to other locations around the borough and
engaging with more communities. Please keep an
eye on our website and social media channels for
updates on where you can find us in 2026.
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Windfall Fund

a partnership between
Energiekontor & The PROSPECTS Foundation

The Windfall Fund is the community benefit fund
established from the proceeds from Hyndburn
windfarm on Oswaldtwistle Moor. The fund was set
up in April 2013 and is provided by EnergieKontor, the
windfarm operator. The fund is administered by the
Prospects Foundation and provides grants for
community environmental projects in Hyndburn.

During the 2025/26 year we received 28 Windfall
Fund applications, which resulted in 23 groups
being awarded funding totalling £154,730. We
awarded 17 mini grants (£13,665), 4 small grants
(£14,170) and 6 large grants (£126,895). In terms of
our sustainability themes, 7 grants were for
improving biodiversity (£65,728), 5 grants were for
energy saving (£73,176), 10 grants were for
environmental awareness (£6,850), 5 grants were
for local food (£7,976) and 1 grant was for waste and
recycling (£1,000).

EnergieKontor
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Wildflower Meadow

In Progress
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ENERGY SAVING

Adventure Hyndburn - £5,000
LED lighting and motion sensors for the Park Child
and Family Centre

Ernest Street Baptist Chapel - £12,750
Energy efficient boiler with heating zone controls

Great Harwood Golf and Social Club - £30,000
30 kW solar photovoltaic system and 2 x 20 kW
batteries

Hyndburn Voluntary and Community
Resource Centre - £24,706

15.48 kW solar photovoltaic system, 2 x 5.8 kW
batteries, LED lighting and smart thermostatic
radiator valves

Community Rail Lancashire - £720
Solar Explorer kits

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

Adventure Hyndburn - £820
2 gates to secure the boundary at Rothwell Heights

Forest School |

= |
Rotary Club of Church and Oswaldtwistle —/Z‘EGSO
Trout in the Classroom project at St PQ’ULSF’ imary
School, Oswaldtwistle Ve
| |

;Friends of Hippings School - £125 eal
‘Coach travel to Fibble Rivers Tru. Jt water ta

Friends of Memor_'iul Park - £550
Bird box webcam with 24-month internet connection
and router

Intack Primary School PTFA - £395
Coach travel for nursery children to visit Brookside

Lancashire Schools Sustainability Forum - £750
Sponsored packages for 5 Hyndburn secondary
schools to attend the 2026 NW Schools Sustainability
Conference

Ribble Rivers Trust - £990

Trout in the Classroom hub at Haworth Art Gallery
and sessions with Peel Park Primary School and St
Anne’s and St Joseph’s Primary School

St Hubert’s Eco Club, Great Harwood - £560
Work on playground Eco Huts (cob covering, wood
panelling, paint and plants)

The Prospects Foundation - £1,000
Towards EcoFest 2025

The Prospects Foundation - £1,000
Smoothie bike and promotional materials for the
2026 Prospects Foundation Roadshow

: Hyndburn and Ribble Valley CVS - £1,000

BIODIVERSITY

Lancashire Wildlife Trust - £10,006
Path improvements and woodland management at
Foxhill Bank Local Nature Reserve

Rishton Prospects Panel - £3,634
Creation of a new wildflower meadow in Cutwood
Park

The Prospects Foundation - £25,000
Brookside Restoration Initiative transition phase

The Prospects Foundation - £24,433
12-month extension of the Hyndburn'’s Nature
Reserves project

Accrington Cricket and Tennis Club - £1,000
Creation of a new wildflower meadow area next to
the cricket pitch

Friends of Arden Hall and the Coppice - £830
Pleck Meadow cut and bench replacement

Friends of Jackhouse Nature Reserve - £825
Bench repair and Himalayan Balsam clearance

LOCAL FOOD

Gardening equipment for Adventure Hyndburn
allotment

Oswaldtwistle St Paul’s Primary School PTFA - £800
Seeds, plants and garden tools for food growing

St Wulstan’s Primary School PTFA - £640
Raised beds, wooden troughs and peat free soil for
food growing

WASTE AND RECYCLING

The Greater Good Project - £1,000
8 community art sessions using recycled materials

Since starting in 2013, the Windfall Fund has funded
a total of 293 projects to 122 different groups with
grants totalling £1,292,484. We would like to thank
EnergieKontor, the funder of the Windfall Fund, for
making all of these projects possible. We're looking
forward to seeing what applications we receive in
the next year!

If you'd like to find out more about the Windfall Fund,
including advice on how to apply and what types of
projects are eligible, please contact the Windfall
Fund Co-ordinator, Gemma McMullan:
gemma.mcmullan@prospectsfoundation.org.uk










Finances

The Prospects Foundation'’s full annual accounts can be downloaded from the ‘Reports’ section on the
‘About Us’ page on our website at www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk — or paper copies are
available from the Environment Centre at 54 Broadway, Accrington.

Statement of Financial Activities

Unrestricted £ Restricted £ Total2025€  Unrestricted £ Restricted £ Total 2024 £
Income from:

Donations 1,070 0 1,070 325 0 325
Charitable activities 0 287,555 287,555 0 432,061 432,061
Investment income 9,224 3,860 13,084 8,955 3,102 12,057
Other income 30,102 26,527 56,629 24,034 18,124 42158
Totalincome 40,396 317,942 358,338 33,314 453,287 486,601

Expenditure on:
Charitable activities (27,624) (432,236) (459,860) (29,835) (414,712) (4445547)
Total expenditure (27,624) (432236) (459,860) (29,835) (414,12) (444,547)

Net income/(expenditure) 12,772 14,294 (101,522) 3,479 38,575 42,054
Transfers between funds (n,746) 1,746 0 1,000 (1,000) 0
Net movement in funds 1,026 (102,548) (101,522) 4,479 37575 42,054

Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward 139,384 356,083 495,467 134,905 318,508 453,413

c I R I Total funds carried forward 140,410 253,535 393,945 139,384 356,083 495,467

Balance sheet as at 31st October 2025

Solar Meadow

Tangible assets 15,000

Since the major milestone of planning permission Current assets:
for the solar meadow was granted in 2024,
Prospects Community Energy Ltd (PCE) has been prospects Debtors _ 0 9762
working with partners to achieve the build-out of - Cash at bank and in hand 401,255 677,721
the project. There is still a little way to go yet but com mu n Ity 401,255 687,483
we are still hoping for a build-out in 2027. This will

be a significant community energy project energy Creditors: amounts falling due

generating the equivalent of about 400 homes- / within one year (22,310) (207,016)
worth of green electricity and making a significant G
contribution to Hyndburn’s carbon reduction. It will Net current assets 378,945 480,467
be a maijor step forward for PCE and of course for
the Prospects Foundation, who will receive
significant rent for the site and thus extra income
to use for its charitable aims. Watch the Prospects

Foundation’s welbsite for further news Restricted income funds

Netassets 393,945 495,467

Funds of the charity:

Restricted funds 253,535 356,083

Unrestricted income funds
Unrestricted funds 140,410 139,384

Total funds 393,945 495,467




Who We Are
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Officers:

Alison Silver
Charity Manager

Gemma McMullan
Charity Assistant Manager and
Windfall Fund Co-ordinator

Robert Gabryszak
Local Nature Reserve Officer

Helen Earnshaw
Community TreeACTION Officer

Brandon Cherry
Hyndburn Woodlands Officer

Alice Pooley
Brookside Restoration Officer

Stephen Hutchinson
Low Carbon Community Buildings Officer
(until May 2025)

Sonja Bottomer
Outdoor Learning Officer (until July 2025)

PRSPECTS

Keep in touch:

Telephone: 01254 230348
Email: info@prospectsfoundation.org.uk

Website: www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk
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Charity trustees:

Paul Worswick Co-Chair
Mark Hopley Co-Chair

Phil Barwood Vice-Chair
Nick Cort Treasurer
Margaret Worden Secretary
Roger Cunliffe

Dave Daly

Cath Holmes

Jeff Scales

Stephen Hemingway

Gaynor Hargreaves

(Lancashire County Council representative)
Stephen Button

(Hyndburn Borough Council representative)

Company details:

The Prospects Foundation is a registered
charity and a company limited by guarantee.

Registered charity number:
1076541

Registered company nhumber:
03686719

Bankers:
Triodos Bank, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AS

Auditors:
KM Accountants, 1st Floor, Block C, The Wharf,
Manchester Road, Burnley, BB11 1JG

Registered Office:
54 Broadway, Accrington, Lancashire, BB5 IEW

Find us online:

n ProspectsFoundation
@prospectsfoundation

X @Prospects1998
W€ @prospectsfoundation.org.uk

Looking Forward

Future plans for the Prospects Foundation include: + Carrying out a formal, consultant-led mid-term

« Securing funding to continue existing projects and
new programmes of work, including long term
funding for the Brookside project and funding for a
new local food growing project.

«  Undertaking consultation with the local
community to help influence current and future
programmes, projects and activities.

»  Ensuring climate change is at the core of our
decisions and activities, particularly in response to
new project ideas and the Action Plan associated
with the new 5-year Development Plan.

+  Maintaining and developing good relationships
with partner organisations to further the aims of
the charity and to ensure climate change is on the
wider agenda throughout Hyndburn.

«  Working closely with Prospects Community Energy
to assist with the development of the solar
meadow at Coach Road.

»  Working closely with Hyndburn Borough Council
and trustees regarding the plans for Local
Government Reorganisation and the impact on
the Foundation.

»  Supporting more local environmental projects
through the Windfall Fund, including low carbon
building measures.

evaluation of the Windfall Fund.

Improving facilities at our Environment Centre and
at our training centre in Oakhill Park.

Reviewing the suitability of our current premises for
the needs of the charity’s activities.

Creating a training programme for trustees and
staff including Carbon Literacy training.

Increasing the Prospects Foundation’s
membership and reviewing the benefits we can
offer to members.

Continuing the closer working with the Prospects
Panels, including recruiting more members and
re-establishing Prospects panels in Church,
Accrington, Oswaldtwistle and Great Harwood.

Developing our new allotment site at Growing Wild
in Baxenden and continuing to improve facilities at
the Community Tree Nursery at Miller Fold.

Continuing to develop and promote our refill shop,
to help people reduce single use plastic, and
considering the introduction of wholefood
products such as rice and lentils.

Assessing the impact of the Prospects 2026
Roadshow in helping to promote our work across
the different townships in the borough.

With grateful thanks to our funders and supporters:
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