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Gt Harwood and surrounding countryside.

Starting points of walks:

1. Round the Houses
2. Beyond the Lidgett
3. Dean Clough

4. Back O’Bowley

. Whalley Banks
. Calderside

o 1o h

. Nature Trail

. By Hyndburn Bridge

summer months the camping ground can be covered with tents.

° Your rough lane now joins a well surfaced road which leads on the
left to the Camp and Lower Dean Farm. ;

(3) A little higher up the hill, on the same side as Lower Dean Farm
another farm called Dean Farin once siood where John Mercer, the selff
taught chemist and Great Harwood's most eminent son, was born. John
spent much of his youth with relatives at a cottage higher up the road.

°  Your way now lies straight up the hill but turn round occasionally
to admire the view and perhaps to get your breath. Proceed forward,
ignoring all side turnings, until you see a stile on your left near the top
of the hill. The rocky outcrop on your right is Bowiey Hill seen to
much better advantage from its other side.

° Pass over the stile and carry on across the field keeping close to the
wall.

Stop at the first opening in this wall and look out to the Ribble Valley. On
a clear day Pen-y-Ghent can be seen. You are now at a height of some 600
Jeet, the highest point of the walk. Exposed trees show clearly the direction
of the prevailing wind.

* Go over the next stile through some woodland, across a private road
to another stile. From this stile follow the hedge line. At the end of the
hedge turn left. Go down the field to the next stile at the bottom right
corner of the field where White Poplar trees have been planted. Tan
House can be seen across the field to your left.

Tanning of leather gave Tan House its name.

° Climb over this stile and cross the road into Memorial Parik, which
contains many interesting trees and shrubs. Head downhill towards
the War Memorial.

Running down the northern boundary of the Park is a fine piece of Beech
woodland through which you may wander.

° And now you have completed your Walk. The starting point,
Allsprings Lodge, is at the bottom of the Park. Itis hoped that you
have enjoyed the walk. Try it again at another time of the year — it will
have other pleasures to offer.
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About this leaflet—Updated 2009

In updating this leaflet we have tried to keep to the original format
and include all the drawings and routes that had made the leaflet so
successful. However as things have changed we have had to modify
some of the routes and the information given. We have included a
route that explores the town of Great Harwood making it suitable for
pushchairs. We have also included shorter routes for people who are
new to walking, so they can practise their direction following and
maps skills, before heading out into the countryside. To make things
even easier we have graded all the routes, so you know exactly what
you are setting out to do before you leave your house.

All the routes are circular with an identified starting point. However
you can start and finish them anywhere on the loop. Once you’ve
walked the routes a few times why not try walking them in reverse. It
is always a good idea to familiarise yourself with the map and
directions first. Times given for all walks are approximate and should
be only used as a guide. The time it takes you to walk a route will be
dependent on how fast you walk and how familiar you are with the
route. Most routes can be linked together so once you feel ready to
increase your activity levels why not try putting 2 or 3 routes
together and walk them as one.

Remember any walking is better than none, but to gain health
benefits from walking you should be walking at a brisk pace, that
makes you breathe faster, feel a little warmer and makes your heart
beat a little faster.

Happy walking!
Fran Riley, ‘Stepping Out” Walking Coordinator.

The Stepping Out Project is Hyndburn's Walking for Health project. It is
part of NHS East Lancashive’s Healthy Lifestyle Team. Our project aims to
encourage more people to take up walking as an enjoyable form of physical
activity. We have a programme of Led Wallks and a series of Independent
Walking Packs. For more information please contact us on 01254 356800
or email: steppingoutproject@hotmail.com

clapper bridge. Do not miss the Himalayan Balsam here, a tall plant with
pinkc blossoms and seed pods, which when ripe, explode and scatter their
seeds when touched. This plant, as ifs name suggests, is an introduction
which has become completely naturalised and has spread along
watercourses to most parts of this couniry. Along the riverbank among the
boulders you may find in Spring large specimens of Butterbur, a plant
related to the Colt 's-joot. The flowers are followed later by very large
leaves rather like the cultivated rhubarb but by no means so edible.

Return to the gate and cross the bridge. The Dean Brook flows from Dean
Reservoir some 1 1= miles away.

® Cross the bridge, and continue to a pile of stones on your right, over-
shadowed by a fine Horse-Chestnut tree, which is all that remains of
Waterside Farm. The stone-lined track leading from it to Hey’s Farm
can still be seen. Head left uphill, turning right at the end of the hedge.
From the top of the bank the path continues on a fairly level course
about thirty yards from the hedge on your right.

The view down the river is very fine with the background of Cleri: hill and
Wiswell Moor.

° Cross another stream using the two large flag-stones.

Look out for the small yellow/green flowers of Opposite-leaved Golden-
saxifiage, together with Brooklime and Himalayan Balsam close to the
water's edge and a good stand of Giant Horsetail,

° Proceed onwards with the hedge on the left.

This hedge is rich in variety. Alder, Sycamore, Willows, Hawthorn, Hazel,
Dog Rose, Oak, Honey Suclle and Ash are present. Can you identify all
these? Using a formula devised by Dr. Max Hooper based on the number
of different species in a 30 yard stretch of hedge it would seem that this
particular stretch of hedge could well be some 700 years old! The Hazels
produce the well known catkins in early Spring but rarely, if ever in this
immediate locality, the nuts in autumn.

° The next gate is located across the small stream ahead. Your path
continues with the hedge and stream on your right.

Half way through the field the hedge contains an abundance of Blackthorn.
Unlile our other thorn, the Hawthorn, the Blackthorn produces its blossom
before the leaves. lis fiuit is the Sloe, used to make Sloe Gin, buft these
Blaclkthorns are not very fruitful.

° The path continues through the gate on the left and left up the field
to a gate which leads into a lane to the right of a stone barn. This is the
furthest point on your walk. Turn left at this point along the lane to
return back to Great Harwood.

Before moving away from the gate notice Holly in the overgrown hedge at
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LEVELS

All walks are graded and also state their suitability for pushchair use.

Level 1- <’ Slight hills and/or some steps or stiles.

Level 2 Y

- Slight hills and/or some steps or stiles.

Level 3 OO -Some hills and/or steps or stiles.

Pushchair Friendly — Along fairly even surfaces, eg.
Tarmac pavements and all weather footpaths.

Pushchair Passable — Can be accessible with a
pushchair but over some uneven surfaces. A little
harder than the pushchair friendly route and
accessibility can be affected by the weather.

Not Pushchair Friendly — Not suitable for pushchairs
due to steps or stiles & uneven surfaces.

Our thanks are due to Mr. Jack Holden of Great
Harwood who made the drawings for the original
leaflet in 1985.

Our thanks are also due to Lancashire County
Council’s Environmental Projects Team for
providing us with the maps for this leaflet.

Harwood with leases dating back more than 300 years. The front and
interior of the farm house were altered in 1930 and again in the 1990's but
the large chimney breast remains. An inventory of Edward Mercer, who
died here in 1726, shows that there was a goodly store of oats and barley in
his barn.
° Pass in front of the farm house and proceed down the footpath.
Beyond the garden, Alder and mature Sycamore trees line Egg Syke Brook.
Brooklime is present in this brook and plants lining its banks include
Common Neitle, Cleavers and Thistles. Across the fields on your right, at
the proper season, Lapwing, Curlew, Snipe and Sky Lark are 1o be heard
and seen as well as common garden birds such as Blackbird, Thrush,
Hedge Sparrow, Wren, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Blue Tit and Great Tit. The
Cuckoo rarely fails to visit the area and Magpies, Rooks and Gulls are
present at all fimes of the year.
° Beyond a gate on the left, a break in the hedge allows another view of
Allsprings Hall.
There is a good stand of Bird Cherry in the hedge on your right where the
path reaches the next stile. It is easily recognised by ihe loose spikes of
Jragrant flowers in Spring.
* Go through the kissing gate where the footpath crosses Egg Syke
Brook.
In the damp hollow on your right is a group of Alder trees, which are the
remains of Egg Syke Plantation. This is a tree which bears catkins early in
the year followed by cone-like fruits. It is usually to be found growing in
wet places. Iis wood was formerly used for clog soles, being easily carved
and resistant to water. Fencing is required to preveni sheep and cows from
eating the natural regeneration of self sown young trees that are needed to
replace the old ones over time.
Beyond the gate you are now crossing an area which is covered with sands
and gravels deposited towards the end of the Ice Age by meli waters formed
at the margins of the ice. Here are the underlying Millstone Grit outcrops
above the sands and gravels and you pass one of these outcrops on your
left just before the next gate. As you approach the gate the ground is more
acidic as indicated by the presence of Tormentil, Heath Bedstraw, Mat-
grass and Wood-rush in the shorter turf between the Rushes.
° Pass through the gate and go forward to the line of mature Beech
and Sycamore trees.
When you reach the line of trees you will find yourself on a bank high
above the River Calder. At this point the river has cut through the glacial
drift (here sand, gravel and boulders) which had completely obstructed the
pre-glacial course of the River Calder and largely resumed ils former
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THE COUNTRY CODE

Guard against all risk of fire.
Don’t discard lighted Cigarettes or Matches

Close all fences gates to prevent livestock escaping.

Keep dogs under proper control, on a lead if necessary.
Clean up after your Dog

Keep to the footpaths and other rights of way,
when crossing farm land

Avoid damaging Fences, Hedges, Gates and Walis

Don’t leave lifter, take it with you.
Safeguard water supplies
Don’t disturb any wild life or pick or uproot any wild plants and trees
Walking on country roads, keep to the right, in single file.

The countryside, Flora and Fauna of this country is under the stewardship of
us all, help to keep it for future generations.

The paths of Great Harwood
Are worthy of praise,
They beckon our feet
Along still-unspoilt ways.
In winter and summer,
In sun and in snow,
They circle our town
As they did long ago,
With views of fair country
And valley and hill —
Andwe must make certain

These paths are walked still!
Joan Pomfret

Nature Trail
Time: 1.45hr

Start point: Allsprings Lodge
Suitability: VAV D
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The Whole Route—ILevel 3

¢ Starting at the Town Gate, cross over Queen Street and continue up
Church Street. At the top Saint Bartholomew’s Parish Church (1) isin
front of you.

®  Carry straight ahead into Church Lane. Soon Memorial Park is passed

on the left and playing fields on the right. At the end of the road by

Allsprings Lodge, walk down Allsprings Drive. Cross over Park Lane at

the bottom and continue left before heading down Park Road.

Cross over Heys Lane and then continue straight down Station Road.
At the bottom, bear right into Hameldon View. Where the road meets St
Huberts Street, you should be able o see a footpath (known locally as the
White Path) that runs along the old railway line, pick this up and continue
to the right, along the path. (2)
® Follow the path until you reach the cemetery, here take the road off to

the right, through the centre of the cemetery. When you reach Blackburn

Road, cross over with care, and continue up Shakespeare Avenue.
¢  Proceed to the t—junction and then turn left up Wordsworth Drive. As

the road bends to the right, continue straight on up Highfield, and then

take the first road on your right, Edgeside. Follow this round to the lefi.

° At the end continue straight on, along the footpath, leading into Edge
End Wood (3). Follow this straight through and at the end turn right,
following the path down hill. Turn left along Fielding Lane, which turns
mnto Edge End Lane. Follow this straight ahead as the road, narrows
down to a footpath and then back into a road. At the top turn ri ght into
Ash Lane and left up Northeliffe. Take the second right along Westcliffe.

° At the end, cross over Cliffe Lane and continue almost straight along
Hindle Fold Lane. Follow the road round to the left and then at the end
2o up 3 steps and into the top of Memorial Park.

° Take the path off to the left and follow it round and down the hill, at
the bottom it bears to the right, and then round to the left before bringing
you out onto Church Lane. Turn to your right and proceed straight down
the hill, back to the Town Gate.

Option 1 Level 1

¢ Starting al Town Gate, go right, down Queens Street. Follow the road
straight until you reach St Hubert’s Street on your right. Turn down
here, past St Hubert’s Church. At the bottom you should be able to see
a footpath (known locally as the White Path) (2) that runs along the old

o

left until you are opposite Alan Ramsbottom Way, (the entrance to the
towns industrial estate.) At this point take the footpath off on your left.
The way is now along the site of the old railway track. (3)

Eventually the path reaches the main Whalley—Accrington Road. Turn
right and follow the road past the end of Hyndburn Road until you reach
Hyndburn Bridge Pub at the bottom. (There is a lovely view of the river
winding its way past the cottages of Water Street).

A footpath sign shows the way — beside the pub and soon on the right of
the track steps lead down to an iron bridge set amongst the trees.

Now follow a lovely path through the trees with Harwood Brook
tumbling down on your right. Soon you reach Hyndburn Road again
where you turn sharp left and go up the road which leads to the industrial
estate.

After only a few yards a track leads to your left, take this and turn
immediately right up a slight slope and onto open ground where a fine
view is had across to Clayton-le-Moors.

Follow the path down until you reach a fork in the path, take the right
hand fork, and continue along this footpath until you reach the road. Then
keeping the road on your right continue to follow the footpath until you
reach the allotments. At this point follow the track down to your left and
take the first footpath on your right which winds its way through with
allotments on both sides.

The Lane to Tottleworth

Eventually you arrive back at the road. Turn left and then immediately
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Beyond the Lidgett
Time: 90 mins

Start point: Harwoods
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By Hyndburn Bridge
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and go down Edgeside leading on to Highfield.

As the road becomes Wordsworth, there is a footpath off on your right
hand side through a small wooded area. Go over the stile and follow this
narrow stretch of path. After 2 more stiles you are in a field. Continue
straight and then half way across the field follow the path down to a stile
on your left. Over the stile, follow the path straight down to the fence
line.

Here turn left and go over the stile. Turn right, back on yourself and
continue on the narrow path, round the edge of (4) Smallshaw Hey Farm.
Go over the stile and through the field, keeping close to the right hand
edge of the field. Over another stile and then continue straight over the
bridge. Make your way across the field, back to Blackburn Road. Here
turn left and continue back to Harwood’s.

Points of Interest \\\ i
1t

1.Lords House Farm % .
was formally
Harwood Edge Farm.
This Farm was
erected after the
enclosure of the moor.
Built into the wall of
the house is a plague,
bearing the words
‘Edward and Alan
Piclles 1767

2.Y Hill - Where the
path turns right a small outcrop, which used to be called the Y hill, malkes
another observation point for the area. Thyme and Heath Bedstraw
grows on this rough pasture.

3.Dewhurst Farm - The farm opposite is Dewhurst Farm, some 700 feet
above sea level. The farm house now in existence replaced the old one
built 1763. There is a date stone on the present building marked TL & H
1899.

4.Smallshaw Hey Farm - The date stone here records ‘R.C. 1772 but there
was a farm here much earlier. An old document states that it was leased
to Pierce Wolstenholme in 1754. It was owned by Alexander Nowell and
the lease stipulates that he must keep a dog.

Harwood Edge Farm

* Now follow a beautiful stretch down to Dean Bridge and for a further %
mile until you get to a Farm. This is Heys Farm. Here turn right and follow
the wall/fence line, as best you can until a stile is reached. Keeping the
farm buildings on your left. Go over the stile then turn lefi and the next stile
is straight ahead.
° Again go over the stile continue on the lower ground keeping close to the
fence on your right, in a gap between the trees stop to admire the view
through the trees across to the Scout Camp.
° After the next stile keep again close to the right hand side of the field,
_following the gully. Climb another stile and here you are greeted by the
sound of rushing water in the River Calder below. Go down the left hand
side of the hill, and then bear right at the bottom, you are heading for a
stone Clapper Bridge, which goes over the tributary of the Calder, on your
right. (3)
°  Go through the kissing gate and climb the steps, uphill on a well-made
path. (4) Leaving the seat and going through the gate and turn left admiring
the tall beech trees above you as you go. The path follows the river and
leads down a sandy slope to the river and continues for % mile until a stile
is reached beyond a small bridge.
® The grassy hill beyond leads you up to Whalley Road and a fine view is
had of Cock Bridge as you approach. (5) A small gate leads onto the road.
Cross the road with care turning right up the road you pass the oldest Inn in
Great Harwood. (6)
°  Continue on the footpath until you see a lane on the right hand side,
clearly marked with a footpath sign. Before crossing the road turn to admire
the view of Martholme Viaduct with Pendle away to the left. (7)
°  Follow the track past Rodger Hey Farm on your right and down the
path taking the stile on your left keeping the fence on your right and
continue in a straight line to the next stile. The way is known as Long
Fields. A stile leads you on to the farm track, tumn left and in a further 250
yards you reach your starling point at Allsprings Lodge
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¢ This walk starts at the lay-by on Blackburn Old Road, which if you were to
be coming up Clinkham Road, you would turn left and then it is just on the
left, past the end of the woodland plantation. Here a sign on the north side
of the road says “Public Footpath York Road % mile.’

° Go through the
kissing gate and
follow the old
grassy track which
veers to the right
onto a well defined
farm track.
Continue to the gale
which has a stile on
its right. Over the
stile follow the
track until you
reach another gate,
with a kissing gate
beside. (1)

¢ Continue straight on with the grassy bank on the left, until you notice a
culvert off to your right leading down the hill. The grassy path is to the
right of this culvert (which eventually is fenced in) and following this down
stop for a while to admire your first view of Dean Clough reservoirs with
Pendle Hill in the distance on your right.

¢ At the bottom of the hill, our path bears left up to a kissing gate. (2)
Through the gate, our route bears left following the edge of the field up to a
line of hawthorn trees. (3) Continue up the hill and make for the stile on the
skyline whefe you will be at the western extremity of Great Harwood (4)

@ Before you reach the stile,
turn right, follow the farm
path towards the wood and
then gradually descend
down a smooth track to a
wooden gate. Go through
the kissing gate on the right
and continue straight ahead.
3)

° The path is now the old
farm track following a stone
wall on your right for 500
yards. Go through the stile

Entrance to School Lands

Dean Clough Reservoir and Bowley Hill
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Calderside
Time: 1.30hr

Start point: Allsprings Lodge
Suitability: < < (58

P

Bowley Scout Camp

River Calder

Long Field
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Back of Bowley
Time: 1.30 hrs

Start point: Dog and Otter Pub

Suitability: QOO (D

* *The longer walk
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18

above sea level. Follow the road to the left for % mile until you reach a
cattle grid and stile. Turn immediately right down a muddy track and then
climb the stile a few yards on the left. (4)

° Bear uphill, across the field keeping close to the wall on your right. Then

proceed down hill, with a house off to your right and find the stile which
leads on to the road. Follow the road to the left. (5)

° After turning right the road passes a farm track leading off to the right. At

this point the walk can be extended by a further mile (sce later*). The
shorter walk continues down the road to the lane leading down to the left
signposted Berry’s Lane.

° Follow this lane to Heys Farm at the bottom and turn sharp right just before

the farm is
reached. The ) v\.

" track now leads ;
down to Dean
Bridge where
hazel catkins
abound in spring
and finally
climbs through
the trees to the
Scout Camp and
the start.

Heys Farm

leads down the farm track. Once you enter the farm, called Lower White
Carr, you are heading for a stile, in the far left hand corner of the yard,
behind the buildings.

® The best way through is to continue straight, then turn left and the stile is

behind the building in front of you. Over the stile turn right and walk up the
long field ahead keeping to the right hand side of the field, you have to
cross a ditch line.

* Al the end of the field the path leads through rough ground to a stile near
the ruins of Higher White Carr. Over the stile turn left and find a path
which makes for a small oak tree ahead avoiding boggy ground on the way
by keeping right. Go through the gate at the end of the field and down the
track to a stile in the wall on the lefi.

© This path leads down to Shawcliffe Lane where you turn left. Continue on
the road for 2 mile past a stone seat erected by the Civie Society in 1984.
Look for some very beautiful varieties of Common Dog Rose growing
along the roadside. Gorse, Brambles and Bilberry are also here. Eventually

I~
W
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bridge over the Dean Brook at the corner of the Woodland. Follow the old
farm track up the hill keeping the wall on your right. The track leads up to
the reservoir road at which turn left and follow the road. Further along the
road a good view will be had of the route you have taken with Bowley Hill
ahead and Pendle Hill in the distance.

Soon you reach a stile and
gate and the road bears
right then left into
Goldacre Lane. At the
junction twrn right up the
hill onto Blackbum OId
Road where a seat allows
you to rest a while.
Follow the road left for 14
mile and you will arrive
back at the starting point
at the Dog and Olter.

e

The Ruins of Fearley Hey

Points of Interest

1.Dog and Otter Inn - Although this Inn was modernized and extended a few
Years ago it dates back to 1805.

2.Pendle Hill - Stop at the gate on the right and you will see a particularly
striking view of Pendle (Point 1).Look for Cherry Plum here in the hedge
with Hawthorn. The former is uncommon in this district.

3.Bowley Hill - A short walk on to the hill here will reveal wonderfiul views.

In particular Dean Clough Reservoir stands out to the West whilst in the
distance to the North there is a good view of distant Penyghent 30 miles
away in the Yorkshire Dales.

4.Herb Rich Meadow -This is a herb rich meadow with many grasses and
Jlowers and throughout this walk sheep are to be encountered at all
seasons of the year. Please keep your dog on the lead particularly at
lambing time

S. Marsh Marigolds -Look for Marsh Marigolds here in Spring, and water
boatmen and damsel flies in Summer. As well as the commoner birds you
may see Tree Creepers and Green and Greater Spotted Woodpeckers here.

6.Rowan Tress - Look out for Rowan trees in Spring when in bloom and in
the Autumn when covered with bright red firuit. The hill on your right
attracts moorland birds such as Skylarl, Meadow Pipit and Llinnet.

Whalley Banks
Time: 1.30 or 2.00 hrs

Start point: Bowley Scout Camp
Suitability: OO 0
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AW»V Start Point
Points of Interest
1. Bowley Scout Camp 5. Bowley Hill
2. Lime Gals 6. Moor End Head
3. Whalley Banks Farm
4. Billington



