Before moving off on
the Walk, it is worth
noting the playing
field ringed by,

Nature Trail Start point: Allsprings Lodge
Time: 1.45hr Suitability: COOED

amongst other trees,
Horse Chestnut trees
—a splendid sight in
May when in bloom
and the conkers are
a temptation for
children when they
are in fruit in

i September and

| October. A row of
“ Lime trees along the lower boundary of the adjacent Memorial Park fills
i the air with perfume when this late flowering tree blooms in July.
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River Calder Squires Farm

Allsprings Hall, just visible at the top of the private drive, was built by Mr.
.g James Lomax in 1839.

Camp * From the Lodge, go down the lane that passes in front of the house
Keeping the fence on your right and the row of sycamore, ash and
horse chestnut trees on your left.

The hedge on the left contains Elder, Hawthorn and Bramble with an
Dqukres occasional Oak and Ash. Two or three Sycamores in the hedge are being
allowed to grow up into standard trees. The Elder, which is one of our most
common hedgerow shrubs, never fails to follow its clusters of heavily
scented blossoms in May with the Elder Berries of Autumn. FEarlier
generations made much use of both blossoms and berries for wine making.
Rose Bay and Great Willowherb, Dog Violet, Tormentil, Woody Nightshade
and Common Horsetail are to be found on the road verge. The Horsetail, a
plant with a very ancient lineage, has two stages of growth, the first in
spring producing spores and the second in summer the better known
Se—— Jeathery green stems with a succession of growths up the jointed stem
b joeNon: . 02 De. oy 08 i rather like the spokes of a wheel.

amms Natore Tral Foute At the first bend in the track it is worth pausing to look at the wet area in

the field on your left where Brooklime grows — a plant which is often

Points of Interest P i mistaken for a Forget-me-not. To your right the field known as the Long
Field, slopes down towards the main Accrington/Whalley Road and the
1. Squires Farm horizon is bounded by Read, Black Hill, the richly wooded Sabden Valley
2. Limer Gals and above them Wiswell Moor and Pendle.
3. Dean Farm * Keeping to the lane you will reach Squire’s Farm. (1)

This farm is one of the oldest known farms in the township of Great
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Harwood with leases dating back more than 300 years. The front and
interior of the farm house were altered in 1930 and again in the 1990°s but
the large chimney breast remains. An inventory of Edward Mercer, who
died here in 1726, shows that there was a goodly store of oats and barley in
his barn.
* Pass in front of the farm house and proceed down the footpath.
Beyond the garden, Alder and mature Sycamore trees line £gg Syke Brook.
Brooklime is present in this brook and plants lining its banks include
Common Nettle, Cleavers and Thistles. Across the fields on your right, at
the proper season, Lapwing, Curlew, Snipe and Sky Lark are to be heard
and seen as well as common garden birds such as Blackbird, Thrush,
Hedge Sparrow, Wren, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Blue Tit and Great Tit. The
Cuckoo rarely fails to visit the area and Magpies, Rooks and Gulls are
present at all times of the year.
* Beyond a gate on the left, a break in the hedge allows another view of
Allsprings Hall.
There is a good stand of Bird Cherry in the hedge on your right where the
path reaches the next stile. It is easily recognised by the loose spikes of
fragrant flowers in Spring.
* Go through the kissing gate where the footpath crosses Egg Syke
Brook.
In the damp hollow on your right is a group of Alder trees, which are the
remains of Egg Syke Plantation. This is a tree which bears catkins early in
the year followed by cone-like fruits. It is usually to be found growing in
wet places. Its wood was formerly used for clog soles, being easily carved
and resistant to water. Fencing is required to prevent sheep and cows from
eating the natural regeneration of self sown young trees that are needed to
replace the old ones over time.
Beyond the gate you are now crossing an area which is covered with sands
and gravels deposited towards the end of the Ice Age by melt waters formed
at the margins of the ice. Here are the underlying Millstone Grit outcrops
above the sands and gravels and you pass one of these outcrops on your
left just before the next gate. As you approach the gate the ground is more
acidic as indicated by the presence of Tormentil, Heath Bedstraw, Mat-
grass and Wood-rush in the shorter turf between the Rushes.
* Pass through the gate and go forward to the line of mature Beech
and Sycamore trees.
When you reach the line of trees you will find yourself on a bank high
above the River Calder. At this point the river has cut through the glacial
drift (here sand, gravel and boulders) which had completely obstructed the
pre-glacial course of the River Calder and largely resumed its former
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course. The steep banks formed as the river continues to erode this drift are
thickly clothed with vegetation. Most of the trees you have already seen on
your walk are here and must be self sown. In spring the flowers include
Bluebell, Wood Anemone, Lesser Celandine and Dog’s Mercury. There
are various ferns including Bracken, Male Fern and L.emon-scented Fern.
The trees where you stand on top of the bank are mainly Beech and must
have been planted. This is a good vantage point from which to watch birds
but it is no longer possible to see Moreton Hall, which crowned the high
ground across the river until it was demolished soon after World War 1II.

* As you pass through the kissing gate you will find a bench provided
on the other side if you need to take a rest. A most attractive path runs
along the edge of the steep bank towards a knoll on which stands a
Scots Pine.

Although your path heads downhill, past this knoll, it is worth your while to
take a path off to your right and head uphill briefly. The sandy soil, which
is well suited to the Scots Pine (undoubtedly planted), is dominated by
Wavy Hair-grass. Return to the path and notice the many Silver Birch trees
with bracken underneath on the level ground on the left hand bank. This
tree also does well on a sandy soil and is so happy here that its seeds
produce an abundance of self sown seedlings, providing replacements for
what is a short-lived tree.

* The path now goes down steeply to Dean Brook.

On the moist shady bank on your right grow Herb Robert, Barren
Strawberry, Wood Anemone, Bluebell, Wood Sanicle, Wild Garlic, Hedge
Woundwort, Wood Speedwell, Enchanter’s Nightshade, Meadowsweet, and
the Giant Bellflower in season. Just before the gate some young Wych Elm
trees remain, having survived the ravages of Dutch Elm disease, so called
because the Dutch have done a lot of research into the disease, not because
it originated there. The disease is caused by a fungus that is spread
innocently by two species of EIm Bark Beetle. Whilst this is not the first
time that elm disease has affected the countryside, this strain is very strong
and has unfortunately killed most of our Elm trees, but luckily one or two
are more resistant and have survived. The young regrowth, however, once
it reaches a certain size becomes susceptible once again, but hopefully will
continue to survive until the disease eventually weakens and the trees can
grow to maturity once more.

* A clapper bridge crosses Dean Brook beyond the gate. However,
before going through the gate it is worth continuing along the path to view
the River Calder which can be seen rushing down to Whalley — a
magnificent sight when in flood. The bed of the river is full of boulders
washed out of the glacial drifi. Retrace your steps to the gate and the



clapper bridge. Do not miss the Himalayan Balsam here, a tall plant with
pink blossoms and seed pods, which when ripe, explode and scatter their
seeds when touched. This plant, as ils name suggests, is an introduction
which has become completely naturalised and has spread along
watercourses to most parts of this country. Along the riverbank among the
boulders you may find in Spring large specimens of Butterbur, a plant
related to the Colt ’s-foot. The flowers are followed later by very large
leaves rather like the cultivated rhubarb but by no means so edible.

Return to the gate and cross the bridge. The Dean Brook flows from Dean
Reservoir some 1 72 miles away.

* Cross the bridge, and continue to a pile of stones on your right, over-
shadowed by a fine Horse-Chestnut tree, which is all that remains of
Waterside Farm. The stone-lined track leading from it to Hey’s Farm
can still be seen. Head left uphill, turning right at the end of the hedge.
From the top of the bank the path continues on a fairly level course
about thirty yards from the hedge on your right.

The view down the river is very fine with the background of Clerk hill and
Wiswell Moor.

* Cross another stream using the two large flag-stones.

Look out for the small yellow/green flowers of Opposite-leaved Golden-
saxifrage, together with Brooklime and Himalayan Balsam close to the
water’s edge and a good stand of Giant Horsetail.

* Proceed onwards with the hedge on the left.

This hedge is rich in variety. Alder, Sycamore, Willows, Hawthorn, Hazel,
Dog Rose, Oak, Honey Suckle and Ash are present. Can you identify all
these? Using a formula devised by Dr. Max Hooper based on the number
of different species in a 30 yard stretch of hedge it would seem that this
particular stretch of hedge could well be some 700 years old! The Hazels
produce the well known catkins in early Spring but rarely, if ever in this
immediate locality, the nuts in autumn.

 The next gate is located across the small stream ahead. Your path
continues with the hedge and stream on your right.

Half way through the field the hedge contains an abundance of Blackthorn.
Unlike our other thorn, the Hawthorn, the Blackthorn produces its blossom
before the leaves. Iis fiuit is the Sloe, used to make Sloe Gin, but these
Blackthorns are not very fruitful.

* The path continues through the gate on the left and left up the field
to a gate which leads into a lane to the right of a stone barn. This is the
furthest point on your walk. Turn left at this point along the lane to
return back to Great Harwood.

Before moving away from the gate notice Holly in the overgrown hedge at



