


Around Wilson Playing Field

The old flagstone path was provided for the priest at TRAI L MAP
St Mary’s to visit Clayton Hall where there was a

chapel. Listen out for the donkeys who graze in the

adjacent field. Alternatively,

you can take a shortcut

through Sparth Road

Woodland which has fine

examples of Oak,

Sycamore and Beech.

Railway Cutting

Locally known as the ‘white path’
the route follows the disused
Padiham to Blackburn railway,
closed in 1957, now landscaped
for recreation. Look out for the
colourful mural which was painted
as part of a project developed by
the PROSPECTS Foundation.

Tottleworth

This ancient hamlet is of Anglo-Saxon origin and has

not changed much in plan since medieval times although
most of the present buildings are 18th Century. Note the
higgledy-piggledy arrangement of the houses is typical
of old villages. The farmhouse, previously the Manor
House, dates back to the 17th Century.

Leeds to Liverpool Canal

The canal which stretched

over 127 miles took 46 years

to build and was completed

in 1816. It was a great

commercial success,

remaining profitable long

after most other inland

waterways had lost their

business to railway companies.

Regular commerecial traffic on

the canal ended in 1963 as traditional canalside industries

closed. Nowadays, the canal is used for leisure rather than business
and is home to a wide range of wildlife including water voles, which
are a protected species.

Aspen Colliery Coke Ovens

Known locally as the ‘Fairy Caves’,
the beehive shaped kilns were used
to convert coal from the nearby
colliery into coke for the steelworks
as a smokeless fuel. In 1977, they
were scheduled as an ancient
monument. The disused wharf basin
is now developing an active pond life.

Wharf Warehouse

Built in 1850, this was a fine example of a four
storey warehouse with stables to rest horses
whilst the barges were being unloaded. The
‘turn’ around the corner was intended to be a
junction where the line would continue along
the direction of Blackburn Road to Haslingden

to link with the Manchester, Bolton and Bury
canal. Rishton

Mercer Hall

The old mansion in the park was the
home of John Mercer, who developed
the process known a ‘mercerization’
which gave a silky appearance to
cotton fabrics. Accrington’s contribution
to the textile industry has been
significant. Terylene, known

these days as polyester, was invented
at Broadoak Printworks.

Mercer House

Sparth House

New Sparth House is a fine Georgian building of 1780.

Old Sparth, a Tudor House, was built in 1556 for the widow
of Henry de Rishton.

Rishton Mills

Holt Mill—The house by the
bridge was formerly the Petre
Arms until after the war when
the license was transferred to
the Dunkenhalgh. The River
Hyndburn was the old boundary
between Rishton and Clayton.

Petre Arms

River Hyndburn

It was probably the River

Hyndburn which first

attracted the textile

industry to Clayton-le-

Moors. Textile processing

required large water supplies

and produce large volumes of

effluent. So much effluent entered the river that it became an industrial
sewer and was locally known as The River Stink.

Church Kirk

The origins of the church go back to the year 642
when St Oswald King of Northumbria invaded the
Kingdom of Mercia. During the march south,
whenever the army halted for any length of time,
a small church or field kirk would be built.

During this time, the hills to the south would be
held by Oswald’s army and this would form the
boundary of the Kingdom —hence the name
Oswaldtwistle—Oswald’s boundary.

It is likely the stone church was built in the 9th
Century and was rebuilt during the Norman period.
The tower of the present church dates from about
1250 AD making it more than 700 years old.






	Ladybird Trail

