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Once again our annual report sets out the work of the Foundation over the past year. The 
charity is now into its twenty-first year and this year we will be celebrating what has 
been achieved over the last two decades and we will also be doing all we can to enliven 
the spirit of community action for the environment into the future. The charity and its 
staff and trustees are vital for local people and groups to maintain the momentum, but 
those who were involved with PROSPECTS at the start will know that there is much 
more to our movement than what the Foundation does.  

The challenge is of course greater than ever if we are to believe that action at the local 
level is going to make a difference. I do believe that - but the levels of external support 
are lower than they used to be and we are more and more reliant on our own energy 
and resources.  PROSPECTS has always put great store by local knowledge and people’s 
natural aspirations to do their best for the community where they live. We continue 
to need new community participants and fresh ideas about what is needed around the 
borough.

So the Foundation has embarked on an effort to 
re-energise the PROSPECTS Panels and generate 
new ideas and to attract more people to get 
involved. We know that it is project work that 
gets people interested and we will be working 
with the Panels, looking for fresh proposals that 
are meaningful to the community and which 
make a contribution to the environment. We 
are fortunate in Hyndburn to have the Windfall 
Fund – the community benefit fund from the 
wind farm that is available for just such schemes.  

So if readers of this report know people in 
their area who have ideas for environmental 
improvement or protection, who may be 
interested in volunteering now and again or 
getting involved with community activity, now 
is the time to let them know about PROSPECTS 
and the local Panels. Come on everybody!

Many thanks to everyone, no matter how great 
or small your involvement with PROSPECTS. 

Philip Vincent-Barwood MBE
March 2019

2

CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION



3

WHO WE ARE
The PROSPECTS Foundation is Hyndburn’s community owned environmental charity. 
We were established in 1998 by local residents interested in following the principles of 
sustainable development. 

STAFF: Our 5 members of staff have responsibility for different programmes of work 
and individually funded projects.

TRUSTEES: We have 11 Charity Trustees who have overall responsibility for our work 
and finances. They meet 6 times per year.

VOLUNTEERS: We could not achieve what we do on the ground without the help of our 
volunteers who give their time freely and generously to help improve the environment 
of Hyndburn.

WHERE WE ARE BASED
Our main office is above the PROSPECTS Environment Centre on Broadway in 
Accrington. We hold activities and events there as well as at our training centre in 
Oakhill Park, off Manchester Road in Accrington.

WHAT WE DO
We work with people with all abilities and from all walks of life and particularly try 
to engage with the most marginalised in our society who often miss out on the chance 
to get involved. We also support a network of PROSPECTS Panels in the neighbouring 
townships of Baxenden, Clayton-le-Moors with Altham, Huncoat and Rishton as 
well as working with schools, community groups, mental health agencies and drug 
& alcohol dependency groups to help them develop their own ideas to improve their 
local environment.

MISSION



Our 6 Themes of Sustainability guide and inform all the decisions we make and all the 
work that we do at all levels within the organisation. This means that our actions are not 
harmful to the environment, they take account of both local and global environmental 
issues and positively contribute to the reduction of climate change. All our funded 
projects have to fulfil the aims of these 6 Themes and all Windfall funded projects have 
to fit under one of these Themes too.

IMPROVING BIODIVERSITY AND WILDLIFE HABITATS
This means protecting and enhancing local wildlife and/or plant life. Examples of our 
projects that fulfil this aim include all the work in the new Local Nature Reserves; woodland 
management work at Whinney Hill and the work 
undertaken by Woody; the development of wildlife 
gardens through Rewilding; and all the Improving 
Hyndburn’s Wildlife activities including habitat 
creation and the improvement of school grounds. 
12 Windfall projects fell under this theme this year 
including tree planting by Great Harwood Rovers 
Football Club and the creation of a butterfly walk at 
Foxhill Bank Local Nature Reserve. The photo shows 
tree planting at Clayton Forest Park undertaken by 
volunteers from BT.

RAISING AWARENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
This is about raising awareness of global and local 
environmental issues and also raising the profile of what 
we do as a charity. This theme is actually incorporated into 
all the themes and all the projects we carry out but on its 
own refers to information leaflets, educational activities, 
signposting, promotion of activities and celebration events. 
This photo shows our information stand at Baxenden 
Allotments and Gardens Society Show.

INCREASING WASTE MINIMISATION & RECYCLING
This is about identifying more ways of reducing, 
reusing and recycling everyday waste which could 
lead to a cleaner, greener, healthier environment. 
One example this year was a Windfall funded 
project to purchase recycling bins for outdoor use 
at St Christopher’s High School in Accrington. The 
photo shows one way of reusing an everyday item 
by making a home for mini-beasts by recycling a 
plastic bottle.
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OUR 6 THEMES OF SUSTAINABILITY



PROMOTING ENERGY CONSERVATION AND THE USE OF RENEWABLES
This means improving home and community energy 
efficiency which could lead to warmer homes and reduced 
fuel poverty. Examples of projects could include energy 
efficiency measures in community buildings, which 
is currently a priority target for Windfall projects and 
community micro-renewable energy generation using for 
example biomass, heat pumps, wind, photo-voltaics, solar 
or hydro sources. The photo shows a community group 
taking part in one of our educational visits to the wind farm 
on Oswaldtwistle Moor to learn about wind energy. 

INCREASING THE PRODUCTION OF LOCALLY GROWN FOOD
This is about encouraging the growing 
of local, organic fruit and vegetables 
and increasing access to healthier food 
which is locally grown and organic. 
Our Rewilding project works on food 
growing sites with local groups, for 
example on community allotments 
and backyard projects and also offers 
training and education about growing 
and cooking. The photo shows some 
pupils from St Christopher’s High 
School planting up the raised beds in 
their polytunnel.

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
This is about encouraging cycling, walking 
and the greater use of public transport and 
recognising the additional health benefits 
of increased physical activity. Examples 
could include car sharing schemes, work 
on footpaths and cycleways, railway station 
adoption and the recycling of old bikes. This 
year we have been running some cycle 
maintenance courses and have carried out 
access improvements at various sites. This 
photo was taken during a guided walk on the 
Coppice showing a group of Syrian refugees 
where to walk in Hyndburn.
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•	 We value our environment, both locally and globally and respect its uniqueness 
and fragility

•	 We are committed to the principle of environmental sustainability

•	 We act as a catalyst for positive environmental change and work to organic 
principles

•	 We believe in working collaboratively for our environment

•	 We believe that local people acting in their own right or collectively can reduce 
their carbon footprint by changing their behaviour and practices

•	 We are a people based organisation which is rooted in local communities

•	 We seek to work for the benefit of all communities both present and future

•	 We believe everyone has a positive contribution to make and we are committed 
to equality of opportunity for all

•	 We believe that a green environment and active participation can contribute to 
improved mental health and wellbeing

•	 We work ethically

OUR CORE VALUES

6



•	 We were instrumental in the designation of 2 new Local Nature Reserves in 
Hyndburn – Peel Park & The Coppice and Woodnook Vale

•	 22 new Windfall projects were awarded funding, bringing the total number of 
projects funded since the scheme began to 125

•	 We worked with over 150 individual Conservation Volunteers who contributed 
over 4,000 Volunteer Hours, valued at £55,500

•	 We were successful in securing over £95,000 from the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund for a new woodland project starting in May 2019

•	 We held 3 guided school visits to the wind farm on Oswaldtwistle Moor looking 
at renewable energy generation and moorland habitat restoration

•	 We attended and ran workshops and activity sessions at the Lancashire Schools 
Sustainability Conference at Black Rovers Football Club ground

•	 28 individuals gained an AQA certificate in at least 1 subject

•	 We have run a number of corporate volunteer days with BT

•	 We have hosted a volunteer who has given invaluable admin support to the 
whole team

•	 We have started work on our new website

•	 We have been giving out free native wildflower seeds to encourage bees and 
butterflies to visit all our green spaces

•	 We have started the process of re-invigorating our relationship with the 
PROSPECTS Panels and strengthening our core model

2018/2019 HIGHLIGHTS
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WHO WE HAVE WORKED WITH
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1st Accrington Girls Brigade
2BR
Aawaz
Accrington Academy
Accrington Women’s Centre 
Adventure Hyndburn Ltd
All Saints Church, Clayton
Alternative Adventures
Art Daze
AQA Education
Baxenden Allotments & Gardens Society
Baxenden Community Forum
BBC Radio Lancashire
Belthorn Academy Primary School PTFA
Bootstrap Enterprises
Brave Church
Brew Days with Opportunities
British Telecom
Broadfield Specialist School
Calico Housing
Canal & Rivers Trust
Carers Link Lancashire
Church & Oswaldtwistle Rotakids
Clayton with Altham PROSPECTS Panel
Connect East Lancashire
Cycling Projects
Danielle Kay Herbalist
Emerging Futures
Field Bottoms
Friends of Arden Hall & The Coppice
Friends of Rhyddings Park CIO
Friends of St Christopher’s
Go Velo
Great Harwood Agricultural Show
Great Harwood Civic Society
Great Harwood Primary School
Great Harwood Rovers Football Club  
Growing Wild
Haworth Art Gallery
Highfield Community Action Group
Hippings Methodist School
Huncoat Community Forum
Huncoat Primary School
Hyndburn Arts Ltd
Hyndburn Borough Council
Hyndburn Butterfly Project
Hyndburn Cycle Forum
Hyndburn Dementia Action Alliance
Hyndburn Resource Centre
Hyndburn & Ribble Valley CVS
Hyndburn Schools Eco-Cluster Group

Incredible Edible Accrington
Intack Primary School
Kemple View
Lancashire County Council
Lancashire Wildlife Trust
Lancashire Women
Martholme Greenway
Mid Pennine Arts
Mount Pleasant Primary School
MyPlace
Natural England
Network Rail
New Era Youth Club
Northern Rail
One Planet (Accrington) Ltd
Oswaldtwistle Carnival
Oswaldtwistle Homing Society
Oswaldtwistle Social Club
Peel Park Primary School
Pendle Forest Orienteers
Piggy Park Community Garden Association
Pip Cottage
Plunkett Foundation
Potty About Herbs
Proffitts CIC
Red Rose Recovery
Ribble Rivers Trust
Rishton Library
Rishton Methodist School
Rishton PROSPECTS Panel
Rockmount Northwest
Rotary Club of Church & Oswaldtwistle
Rotary Club of Great Harwood & Rishton
Sanctuary of Healing
School for Social Entrepreneurs
St Andrew’s Primary School
St Anne’s & St Joseph’s Primary School
St Charles’ Primary School
St Christopher’s High School
St John’s Primary School
St Mary Magdalen’s Primary School
St Mary’s Primary School
St Paul’s Mothers Union
St Thomas Centre
The Base
West End Primary School PTA
White Ash School
WildAid Foundation UK
Wood Creations
Woody (Hyndburn) CIC
Young Carers 
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OUR FUNDED PROJECTS
CONNECTING PEOPLE TO HYNDBURN’S NATURAL HERITAGE
This project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, started on 1st April 2016 and finished 
on 31st January 2019. During that time 462 different people volunteered, completing 
1,377 individual volunteer sessions over a total of 189 events.

The main aim of the project was to have the two sites of Peel Park / The Coppice and 
Woodnook Vale declared as Local Nature Reserves (LNRs). This was achieved and the 
declaration celebrated at an event at Haworth Art Gallery on 11th July 2018. Other 
activities during the year included foraging walks, where local people went on a walk 
to learn about and pick edible plants and then used the plants to prepare exciting and 
slightly unusual dishes; photography walks, where a professional photographer gave 
advice as people went on a walk around the sites; and a sketching workshop run by a 
world renowned sketch artist where people learnt sketching skills and then spent the 
afternoon sketching at Platts Lodge.

In conjunction with Ribble Rivers Trust a Family Invertebrate Day was held at Peel 
Park and an evening walk was held up to Slate Pits Farm. Group walks were also held 
for Hyndburn Dementia Action Alliance and Syrian refugee families.
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OUR FUNDED PROJECTS
CONNECTING PEOPLE TO HYNDBURN’S NATURAL HERITAGE

Practical work continued on both sites and included balsam and rhododendron 
removal; bird, bat and owl box making and hanging; meadow cutting and raking; 
fencing; and sign erection. 

As part of the project habitat condition assessments of the two LNR sites were done at 
the start of the project and redone at the end to see if the habitats had been improved 
over the course of the project. Of the 18 areas surveyed over the two sites, 14 had 
improved scores, showing that the work done on the sites had improved the natural 
heritage and 4 had kept the same score showing that the work done had maintained 
the natural heritage of the sites. One reason scores may not go up is that once an area 
reaches a certain condition there is very little that can be done to improve it, however, 
doing nothing will mean the site deteriorates e.g. not cutting meadows or clearing 
ponds. 1 site had a lower score but this was remedied before the end of the project.  
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OUR FUNDED PROJECTS
LOCAL NATURE RESERVE CELEBRATION EVENT
On Wednesday July 11th 2018 an event was held at Haworth Art Gallery in Baxenden 
to celebrate the declaration of the two new Local Nature Reserves in Hyndburn - Peel 
Park & The Coppice and Woodnook Vale. The two reserves are the largest Local Nature 
Reserves in Lancashire. The event comprised a formal launch for invited guests and 
a public event which included stalls from partner organisations, including The Ribble 
Rivers Trust, Mid Pennine Arts and Adventure Hyndburn and a guided walk on 
Woodnook Vale.

The event was attended by representatives from partner organisations, local groups, 
statutory bodies and volunteers who had worked on the project. Speeches were given 
by Hyndburn Borough Council, Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Natural England, The 
PROSPECTS Foundation and the Heritage Lottery Fund. A Forest School Group from 
Green Haworth School gave a presentation on the forest school activities they’d done 
on Woodnook Vale and the sites were formally declared as Local Nature Reserves 
by the Mayor of Hyndburn. A group of children from Peel Park Primary School also 
came to visit the stands and activities. During the celebration the film “As The Crow 
Flies” was shown which gives an overview of the two sites. During the event further 
filming was done along with some interviews and the resulting film which focuses on 
the project, its partners and volunteers is called “Hyndburn’s Local Nature Reserves”. 
In the afternoon a number of guests and members of the public went on a walk to look 
at the improvement works that had been carried along Woodnook Vale.

As The Crow Flies Hyndburn’s Local 
Nature Reserves

To view the two films, use the QR 
codes below:

https://www.hyndburnbc.gov.uk/as-the-crow-flies-video-2018/
https://www.hyndburnbc.gov.uk/as-the-crow-flies-video-2018/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OW3kIX1cZkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OW3kIX1cZkI


REWILDING
Lots has been achieved this year on the Rewilding 
project with a focus on food growing and wildlife 
gardening.

There have been further developments with 
existing groups and schools, such as Accrington 
Women’s Centre, Broadfield Specialist School and 
Red Rose Recovery and Kemple View volunteers 
who have continued to provide invaluable help 
on various sites including the Growing Wild 
allotment in Baxenden.

New projects have included working with 
Hyndburn Dementia Action Alliance to plant 
native trees in the Churchyard at All Saints 
Church Clayton; improvements to the school 
grounds with Peel Park Primary after school Eco 
Council; New Era Courtyard garden development 
to brighten up the space with the Youth Club; 
and the Syrian Refugees visits to the allotments 
to identify potential sites and projects they would 
like to get involved with. 

In total, 19 different sites have been worked on 
and 754 participants have taken part in activities. 
22 groups and schools have worked on this 
programme and 7 volunteers have given their 
time to help out on projects.
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OUR FUNDED PROJECTS
IMPROVING HYNDBURN’S WILDLIFE
This was a 1 year project funded by the Postcode Local Trust with the aim of increasing 
the numbers of homes and habitats for wildlife in the predominantly urban borough 
of Hyndburn by utilising people’s gardens & yards and other community green spaces. 
Overall 230 people participated in surveys, events and activities including bird, bat 
and hedgehog box making, cottage border planting, children’s wildlife exploring, bird 
food making and wildlflower sowing.

Events took place at a number of different locations and with different community 
groups and schools. We ran a series of ‘Wildlife Wednesdays’ over the summer where 
children could come and explore and learn amazing things about nature and we also 
ran a series of wildlife walks.
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OUR FUNDED PROJECTS
IMPROVING HYNDBURN’S WILDLIFE
We ran 5 AQA courses in a number of different subjects including wildlife gardening 
and growing herbs and 28 people achieved at least 1 unit accreditation. We also ran a 
number of wildlife and habitat competitions.

We worked with groups such as the Girls’ Brigade, The Base, Church & Oswaldtwistle 
Rotary Club, as well as putting on our own events to help inspire people to develop and 
improve their own spaces to create habitats to help wildlife survive. We also attended 
events such as Oswaldtwistle Carnival and held walks such as a butterfly walk at Pit 
Top in Huncoat. We created beds of cottage plants in a community garden, installed 
raised beds for pollinator plants at a railway station, ran woodwork workshops to 
enable people to build habitat homes and gave out native wildflower seeds so that 
people could create their own local pollinator patch. 

The key changes at the end of the project were the increase in local knowledge about 
wildlife decline; how to help species survive; what can be done in small open spaces to 
improve the availability of habitats; and how to feed wildlife correctly. All the activities 
carried out will provide long-term benefits to help sustain biodiversity into the future.
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OUR FUNDED PROJECTS
WHINNEY HILL
We received funding for a 12 month project at Whinney starting on 1st May 2018 from 
Lancashire Environment Fund. Thinning work was done over the winter by Woody 
and other tasks were completed by Roger’s volunteers including balsam removal; 
coppicing; fencing; bird and bat box making and hanging; scrub clearance; tree and 
scrub planting for a butterfly area; bench installation; and footpath improvements. 
A pond survey was undertaken and training courses held in pond survey techniques 
and tree felling. In total 101 volunteers worked on 20 tasks.

SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PROJECT 
This project began on 1st February 2019 and is focused on continuing work on the 
two newly designated Local Nature Reserves and Whinney Hill as well as identifying 
and working on new community projects with the help of the PROSPECTS Panels 
and working with local primary and secondary schools. To date the project has had 66 
volunteers working on 12 practical tasks including tree planting; wildflower planting; 
pruning and scrub clearing; making and hanging bird boxes; and tree felling. The 
project has also worked with 5 schools involving over 200 pupils in tree planting, bird 
feeder making and talks and walks in school grounds.
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WINDFALL

Biodiversity:
The PROSPECTS Foundation    Rewilding
The PROSPECTS Foundation   Whinney Hill
Huncoat Community Forum    Habitat management equipment 
Great Harwood Rovers Football Club  Tree planting
Adventure Hyndburn Ltd    Woodland condition survey
Lancashire Wildlife Trust    Butterfly walk
The PROSPECTS Foundation    Schools & community conservation
Hyndburn Butterfly Project    Butterfly glades & rides 
All Saints Church, Clayton    Tree planting
Friends of Arden Hall & The Coppice  Entrance to Local Nature Reserve
Hyndburn Arts Ltd     Pollinator friendly planters
The PROSPECTS Foundation   Woodland project

Energy Saving:
Oswaldtwistle Social Club     Energy saving boiler 

Sustainable Travel: 
Cycling Projects       Hyndburn Pedal Away

Waste/Recycling: 
Friends of St Christopher’s     Outdoor recycling bins

It is exactly six years since the Windfall Fund was launched and so far 125 projects 
have been funded – made up of 53 large grants (over £2,000), 40 small grants (£250 - 
£2,000) and 32 mini grants (up to £250) totalling over £535,000. 

In the last 12 months 22 grants with a value of £103,000 were awarded to 16 different 
groups and these are listed below. The photos show work that has been carried out 
on Windfall funded projects in 2018/2019, some of which received funding in the 
previous year.



Local Food:
Carers Link Lancashire    Sensory and food garden
Incredible Edible Accrington    Public liability insurance
Lancashire Women     Garden shed & equipment
Belthorn Academy Primary School PTFA Seeds & compost
Lancashire Wildlife Trust Myplace  Seeds & compost

Environmental Awareness:
The PROSPECTS Foundation   Panel revival
Adventure Hyndburn Ltd      Woodland management

WINDFALL
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Baxenden Community Forum, Clayton-le-Moors with Altham PROSPECTS Panel, 
Huncoat Community Forum and Rishton PROSPECTS Panels are all continuing to meet 
even though they are struggling with recruiting new members. We have received some 
funding to work with the Panels to look at the issues and identify ways forward to re-
invigorate and strengthen their appeal and also to look at the possibility of re-introducing 
Panels where they are no longer active. Over the last year, however, the existing Panels 
have been busy, here is a look at some of their work.

RISHTON PROSPECTS PANEL
The Panel was first constituted on the 20th November 1997, 
hence the decision to celebrate its 20th birthday with a major 
art project at Rishton Railway Station, (which the Panel 
adopted under Northern Rail’s Station Adoption Scheme.) The 
project is entitled ‘From the Mills to the Tower’ in recognition 
of the part the station played at the time of the annual ‘wakes’ 
holiday when local mill workers, miners and others and their 
families excitedly crowded the platforms to catch the special 
trains laid on to take them away to some holiday destination, 
notably to Blackpool. Local artist Ursula Hurst (Art Daze) has 
taken on the role of the project’s designer. A teacher herself, 
she has been keen to make this a learning experience for 
young people and has carried out a number of art workshops 
with pupils of all three of the village’s primary schools. 

During the year we hosted three school visits to the Oswaldtwistle Moor wind farm 
where we were able to talk about wind energy to the pupils and explain about the 
habitat management improvements which have been carried out on the moorland 
surrounding the wind farm. During the last 12 month period for which data is available 
the wind farm has generated more than 83,000MWh electricity which is sufficient to 
power 2/3rds of the homes in Hyndburn.

WINDFALL FUND

THE PROSPECTS PANELS
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The planters around the village have again been looked after, thanks as always to generous 
provision of plants by Nurture Landscapes.  The early summer drought last year soon 
after planting did however stretch the Panel’s ability to water everything!  But thanks 
to some help from the community, their efforts were rewarded with some outstanding 
displays later on.

BAXENDEN COMMUNITY FORUM
The Forum have had another successful year. They have carried out all their usual annual 
tasks such as the Jubilee, bat and fungi walks and local litter pick; tended to the roses 
in Haworth Park and the planters on Hollins Lane; and removed Himalayan Balsam in 
Woodnook Vale Nature Reserve. They also helped Hyndburn Borough Council provide 
an addition to the playground on the recreation ground near Hollins School. The Forum’s 
latest project is to remove the tree guards from the trees planted in the Jubilee woodland 
for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 as they are getting too tight for the tree trunks. 
The group is also going from strength to strength with a couple of new members joining 
the group and their latest venture is to dive into the 21st century and set up a Facebook 
page where they can advertise events locally!

These have been a great success and the pupils have been keen to learn about Rishton’s 
industrial past and history. With guidance they have been able to express this in paint 
form and Ursula has adapted their art work into designs for tableaux to be displayed on 
the station banking.  They have also designed old style railway posters for the platform 
fencing depicting a number of local features the pupils feel could encourage travellers 
to ‘Come to Rishton!’.

THE PROSPECTS PANELS
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THE PROSPECTS PANELS
HUNCOAT COMMUNITY FORUM
Firstly we must pay tribute to Roy Chetham who 
has sadly passed away but who, as the Chair of the 
Forum for more than ten years, offered firm and 
wise guidance and direction and tirelessly gave his 
time to many projects.

One of the projects for which he will be remembered 
is acquiring the Peak and Northern Footpath 
Society signs pointing people in the right direction 
around Huncoat and also the work at Spout House 
Community Woodland where the trees are now 
maturing and the benches provide an opportunity 
for a great view of this new community area.

Dave Daly has now taken over as Chair of the 
Forum and whilst he has a hard job ahead of him 
living up to Roy’s standards we are looking forward 
to more exciting projects in the future. 

The Forum are also extremely grateful for the work of Nigel Berry for his continued 
valuable work maintaining and enhancing the planters around Huncoat, at the Peace 
Garden and at the railway station and local hero Chris for his consistent and thorough 
litter picking for which the community of Huncoat owes a debt of gratitude. The Forum 
is always looking for new members so please get in touch!



WOODY (HYNDBURN)
Woody, our rather catchy named woodland 
management social enterprise, was set up by 
PROSPECTS in 2012 to help pro-actively manage 
Hyndburn woodlands. During the last year we 
had 63 volunteer workdays, mostly on Fridays.  
Overall, we had 451 volunteer attendances and 
an average of 7 volunteers attended each event.  
In total our volunteers provided 2,365 hours of 
support which equates to £32,874 of volunteer 
labour. Truly impressive!

Woody spent the long hot summer of 2018 
primarily extracting timber from Plantation 
House woodland in Accrington and also 
planking Larch at Hollins woodland in Baxenden 
in order to make board for habitat homes and 
bench tops. The main winter thinning job was at 
Whinney Hill where the volunteers thinned a 5 
hectare 30-year old woodland. This work took 5 
months and was followed up with a number of 
smaller woodland ‘thinning’ contracts at Clayton Forest Park, Lower Barnes Street in 
Clayton, Adventure Hyndburn in Church and Bolton Avenue woodland in Huncoat.

Again, as a thank you to our volunteers, we put another four through the 4-day 
LANTRA chainsaw course. To date we’ve now enabled over 20 volunteers to obtain 
chainsaw training and certification. Training our volunteers helps Woody to grow 
as an enterprise and also rewards volunteering.
  

Finally, a couple of Woody Wednesday evenings were held in late summer.  This is 
something we will continue in 2019 and is an evening session making products and 
learning new woodworking skills at the training room at Oakhill Park.
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OUR SOCIAL ENTERPRISES



ONE PLANET SHOP
The One Planet co-operative was set up by PROSPECTS and has been trading in 
Accrington now since October 2010. The co-operative now has 170 members, and 
during the year had turnover of nearly £60,000 and welcomed over 4,500 customers 
through the door. One Planet employs two part-time staff (a shop manager and 
an outreach worker) and is supported by a team of volunteers who help cover the 
shop, order and price up stock and run the business, as directors, on behalf of the 
membership. During the year volunteers provided over 914 hours of support in the 
shop and running our eBay account equating to £12,707 volunteer support. 

As well as being a retail outlet that sells Fairtrade, ethical, organic & environmentally 
friendly products, One Planet also delivers outreach work in the local community.  
During the year we continued our Community Outreach work which involved 
promoting healthy nutrition and diet to people living in sheltered accommodation in 
Hyndburn. This programme finished in January 2019 but during the year had worked 
with 6 sheltered accommodation homes and we ran 39 workshops.  The groups we 
worked with were Maundy Relief, Carers Link, Women’s Centre, Netherton House, 
St. Andrew’s House and Merlin Court.

The One Plant shop was also successful in securing a place on the Power to Change 
‘Community Business Trade Up’ programme which provided a matched trading 
grant as well as advice and mentoring for 6 months. It also secured a grant from the 
Windfall Fund which was used to commission a valuation and a survey of our shop 
premises with the aim of securing further funding to help purchase the shop in the 
near future!
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OUR TRUSTEES
•	 Philip Vincent-Barwood (Chairperson) (Individual Member)
•	 Paul Gott (Vice-Chair) (Huncoat Community Forum)
•	 Nicholas Cort (Treasurer) (Individual Member)
•	 William Matthews (Baxenden Community Forum)
•	 Stephen Hemingway (Individual Member)
•	 Paul Worswick (Clayton-le-Moors with Altham PROSPECTS Panel)
•	 Colin Cooper (Rishton PROSPECTS Panel)
•	 Catherine Holmes (Church PROSPECTS Panel)
•	 Margaret Worden (Individual Member)
•	 Councillor Stephen Button (Hyndburn Borough Council)
•	 Councillor Miles Parkinson (Lancashire County Council)

Our Trustees have generously given over 650 hours of their time to help with the running 
of the charity this year as well as the time they give to the work of the Panels. We held 
our AGM in May 2018 at Accrington Cricket Club where one of Roger’s volunteers – 
Anthony – received the Prospector of the Year award for his commitment to the group 
over the last two years. 

We also went on a walk through Whinney Hill woodland to see the work that had been 
carried out by Roger’s volunteer team and Woody before having a very interesting 
talk by Ben Hargreaves from the Lancashire Wildlife Trust. Ben talked about the Plan 
Bee project which seeks to increase knowledge in and awareness of a wide range of 
pollinators in Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s operational area. In Hyndburn, the project 
undertook volunteer led surveys to collect data on a range of pollinators including solitary 
bees, bumblebees, hoverflies, sawflies and butterflies in upland areas of Hyndburn in 
Accrington, Baxenden and Oswaldtwistle Moor.

The Trustees also visited five Windfall funded 
projects along with Peter Harrison, Managing 
Director from EnergieKontor UK to see the great 
work that is being carried out at Martholme 
Greenway, Oakenshaw Weir, Piggy Park, The Dog 
Inn at Belthorn and Milnshaw Park in Accrington. 



OFFICERS:

Mike Stapleford Charity Manager

Alison Silver  Charity Manager & Windfall Fund Co-ordinator

Roger Plum  Nature Conservation Officer

Julie Livesey  Rewilding Officer

Barbara Sharples Environmental Awareness Co-ordinator

The PROSPECTS Foundation is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee.

Registered Charity Number: 1076541

Registered Company Number: 03686719

Bankers: Triodos Bank, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AS

Solicitors: Forbes Solicitors, Rutherford House, 4 Wellington Street, Blackburn, BB1 8DD

Auditors: KM Accountants, 1st Floor, Block C, The Wharf, Manchester Road, Burnley, BB11 1JG

Investment Advisors: Wrigleys Solicitors, 19 Cookridge Street, Leeds, LS29 3AG

Registered Office: 54 Broadway, Accrington, Lancashire, BB5 1EW

Telephone: 01254 230348

Email:  info@prospectsfoundation.org.uk

Website:  www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk

Facebook:  ProspectsFoundation

Twitter:  @Prospects1998
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CHARITY INFORMATION



Incorporating an income and expenditure account for the year ended 31 October 2018.

Our full Annual Accounts can be downloaded from our website at www.prospectsfoundation.org.uk or 
paper copies are available from our Environment Centre at 54 Broadway, Accrington.

26

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIESThe Prospects Foundation

Statement of Financial Activities
(Incorporating an Income and Expenditure Account)
for the Year Ended 31 October 2018
 

31.10.18 31.10.17
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

fund funds funds funds
Notes £ £ £ £

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM
Donations and legacies 2 3,010 - 3,010 3,357
Charitable activities 4
Environmental Projects - 238,170 238,170 184,017

Investment income 3 1,257 411 1,668 1,117
Other income 800 16,652 17,452 16,935

Total 5,067 255,233 260,300 205,426

EXPENDITURE ON
Charitable activities 5
Accountancy Fees 629 1,291 1,920 1,920
Environmental Projects - 13,496 13,496 8,287
General Costs 4,095 - 4,095 3,862
Environmental Awareness - 22,091 22,091 16,490
Windfall - 50,233 50,233 48,878
Charity Manager 20,685 16,647 37,332 34,927
Windfall Grants - Various - 24,954 24,954 17,252
Connecting with Nature - - - 11,060
Rewilding - 15,019 15,019 22,821
Natural Heritage - 32,444 32,444 30,040
Whinney Hill - - - 34,164
Windfall Grants - Energy - 14,026 14,026 10,000
Windfall Grants - Transport - - - 6,400
Windfall Grants - Biodiversity - 6,838 6,838 6,838

Total 25,409 197,039 222,448 252,939

NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) (20,342) 58,194 37,852 (47,513)

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS

Total funds brought forward 84,757 73,346 158,103 205,616

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 64,415 131,540 195,955 158,103

CONTINUING OPERATIONS
All income and expenditure has arisen from continuing activities.

The notes form part of these financial statements
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The Prospects Foundation

Balance Sheet
At 31 October 2018
 

31.10.18 31.10.17
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

fund funds funds funds
Notes £ £ £ £

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets 12 15,000 - 15,000 15,000

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors 13 447 - 447 430
Investments 14 25 - 25 25
Cash at bank and in hand 57,863 131,540 189,403 150,168

58,335 131,540 189,875 150,623

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year 15 (8,920) - (8,920) (7,520)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 49,415 131,540 180,955 143,103

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILITIES 64,415 131,540 195,955 158,103

NET ASSETS 64,415 131,540 195,955 158,103

FUNDS 17
Unrestricted funds 64,415 84,757
Restricted funds 131,540 73,346

TOTAL FUNDS 195,955 158,103

The notes form part of these financial statements

Page 13 continued...
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